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Program Selected program notes 

“Music for Kings and Queens” celebrates music for royalty, whether of 

station, of heart, or of heaven. 

I Was Glad, by Hubert Parry, was composed for the coronation of King 

Edward VII in 1903, and has been performed at every coronation since.  We 

then celebrate queens of the heart, and the pangs of love, with Come Again, 

first published in John Dowland’s Firste Booke of Songes or Ayres in 1597.  

The queen of heaven follows, with Herbert Howells’ Salve Regina.   

Composed in 1915, this ethereal, and not often performed work inspired by 

16th century polyphony is AB in form, with the divine feminine reflected in 

the final section soprano solo.  Proportion and elegance now celebrate the 

Virgin Mary in W.A. Mozart’s delightful setting of Alma Dei creatoris, 

composed in 1777.  After another reflection on earthly queens with My 

Bonnie Lass, we move to the Funeral music for Queen Mary, composed by 

Henry Purcell in 1695 upon the death of Queen Mary II.  Purcell’s signature 

early baroque use of unprepared dissonance evokes the deepest sorrow for 

the death of the Queen.  Handel wrote his 2nd coronation anthem, The King 

Shall Rejoice, along with three other anthems for the coronation of George II 

and Queen Caroline in 1727.  Taken from Psalm 21, Handel splits this text 

into 5 exuberant sections.  We close with a new work, The Call to Wisdom, 

composed by Will Todd for Queen Elizabeth II’s diamond jubilee in 2012. 

Thank you to all those who helped to make this concert possible, including 

Will Thomas and Christ the King Episcopal Church, Eric Holtan and Dove of 

Peace Lutheran Church, Jo-Ann Marks, Alisha Escoto, William Pascoe, 

Melanie De Sa, Nancy French, and so many more!  

On June 27th, 2015, The Helios Ensemble will present unaccompanied choral 

masterworks, including Brahms’ Fest-und Gedenkspruche, Barber’s 

Reincarnations, and works by Whitacre, Menotti, Hennagin, and more.  View 

our website at www.heliosensemble.me for more information, or contact 

benhansen00@hotmail.com to audition.  FREE VOICE LESSONS provided. 

Artistic director and founder Benjamin Hansen has degrees from Yale, CCM, 

Catholic University, and is currently pursuing his doctorate at the University 

of Arizona, where he is the artistic director of the Faculty/Staff Choir. He is 

also the director of music at the United Church of Christ, Good Shepherd.   
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